
 
 
Situation Overview  
 
An upsurge of violent attacks in Zémio (Haut Mbomou Province) was reported on 17 November where inter-
community violence persists in the south east of the Central African Republic (CAR). The crisis began following the 
killing of a member of a community-at risk on 5 November. Retaliation included the burning of over 30 houses in 
the villages of Barh and Bogou, located around 40-45km from Zémio and the use of ammunition including 
grenades and automatic weapons.  
  
Inter-community violence continued on 18 November despite mediation efforts made by the Prefect of Haut 
Mbomou province. At least ten people have been injured, two severely including the imam, according to local 
authorities. The situation in Zemio remains highly tense with 80 per cent of the 16,000 population displaced in 
search of protection. The presence of numerous armed men with guns, machetes, knives, bows and arrows was 
reported by humanitarian partners on 19 November.    
  
This is the most important inter-community incident in the region since the CAR crisis began in December 2012. 
The Ugandan Peope’s Defence Forces (UPDF), that has had a presence in the area for anti-LRA operations, is 
securing the town. Humanitarian actors are developing common messages and negotiating access to all people 
affected. 
  
Coordination 
  
Humanitarian actors are coordinating with local authorities to assure the respect of humanitarian space to allow 
access to all populations. A rapid assesment to calculate the scale and needs of newly displacements was 
undertaken by UNICEF and UNHCR on 19 November. The main findings are: 
  
-        Steady influx of families from different neighboughoods near the Ugandan People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) 
hosting 2,000 people. Gaps on shelter, potable water and sanitation was stated. Caritas and COOPU are 
registering the newly arrived IDPs. 
-        Muslim settlement. Some of the population of the city center, closes to traffic and bussiness, expressed their 
wish to be relocated outside Zemio. Traditional wells are operational but there's no health center in the 
neighbourghood.  
-        District Sangouzirani 1 and 2 is receiving displaced population arriving from surrounding neighbourghooods 
and from site C. They are staying with host families. A registration proccess has started.     
  
Humanitarian partners in Zemio hold a meeting on 19 November to discuss the current situation. The meeting’s 
recommendations included: 
  
-        Establishment of an emergency action plan 
-        End registration of new displaced families 
-        Inventory of humanitarian stock in the area 
-        Meetings with local and religious authorities and commander of UPDF  
-        Visit all IDPs camps and refugees that existed before the crisis 
-        Include social cohesion as part of the humanitarian response 
  
The humanitarian partners operating in Zemio (ACTED, COHEB, CRS, MSF Holland, SFCG, UNICEF and 
UNHCR) continue to monitor the situation closely to respond to ensure inmediate assistance to the population, 
whose needs could escalate due to the ongoing violence. (SOURCE: Humanitarian Partners) 
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For further information, please contact: 
Francois Goemans, Head of Office, goemans@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 
Gemma Cortés, Public Information Officer, cortesg@un.org, Tel: +236 70 08 75 65 
Laura Fultang, Public Information/Reports Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel: +236 70 18 80 64 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/car or reliefweb.int 
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